World Studies
Room 321

America’s Next Top…Teacher?

Dig up that blazer with elbow patches or the glasses with big, black rims because you’re auditioning for “America’s Next Top Teacher.”  Yes, that’s right, we can’t all be stylin’ with our manatee ties, but we can make learning about world religions an amazing experience.  So that’s where you come in.  In small teaching teams you will work together to create a lesson plan, lesson and activity about one world religion.  

Never taught before?  Have no fear because I will provide you with some teaching tools—such as a format for lesson plans and guiding questions to help you research your lesson.

THE LESSON PLAN (25 points)

A lesson plan is basically an outline for teachers. We use it to research and plan our class instruction and activities.  You will use a lesson plan form to create your lesson.  The form can be downloaded from www.mrpond.org.  

Researching your lesson

You will be using books and web resources, however, I am limiting which one’s you may use.  You may use books from the LMSA library (see a librarian if you need help finding sources).  Additionally, you may use web sources found on the LMSA website.  You should have at least five sources, including one primary source and two book sources (only one encyclopedia).

THE LESSON (25 points)

How are you going to teach the class about your religion?  Will you lecture (zzzz)?  Will you create a PowerPoint?  Will you use an outline?  Whatever method you decide to use, be sure to include the following:

· The historical background of your group’s religion

· The most important facts about the history of the religion

· How the religion impacted people in the region

· How the religion has changed or remained the same over the years

· Instruction should be 5-10 minutes

THE ACTIVITY (25 points)

Your teaching team will need to create an activity to engage your classmates.  

· The activity should take no more than 10-15 minutes.  

· The activity should incorporate at least one primary source.  

· The activity should be hands-on 

HANDOUT (25 points)

Should be typed and consist of a brief outline of your main points, at least one relevant picture or image and a list of sources (references) that you used

· Brief outline of important facts related to your topic

· One relevant picture or image

· Handout should contain a bibliography in MLA format

· Should be proofread for spelling, format and grammar 

THINGS TO KEEP IN MIND

Know your content: If you aren’t familiar with the material you are teaching, the lesson will not go well!  Keep it interesting: You’ve been bored in class (but never mine…obviously ;o) make sure your activity is fun and engaging!

	CATEGORY 
	Hot, hot hot! 
	Spicy! 
	Needs more spice! 
	Too mild! 
	Total 

	Lesson

 (25 points) 
	Presentation was at least 15 minutes long. It was educational, relevant and fun! Lesson was well researched and well organized.
	Same as "Hot, hot, hot!" but was missing one component. 
	Same as "Hot, hot, hot!" but was missing two components 
	Same as "Hot, hot, hot!" but was missing three or more components. More thought, inquiry and effort was needed! 
	  

	Handout 

(25 points) 
	Was typed, had a topic outline of important facts. Listed at least 5 sources, had at least 1 image. Handout was spellchecked and Well organized 
	Same as "Hot, hot, hot!" but was missing one component 
	Same as "Hot, hot, hot!" but was missing two components 
	Same as "Hot, hot, hot!" but was missing three or more components. More thought, inquiry and effort was needed! 
	  

	Activity 

(25 points) 
	Activity was creative and relevant. It added to the lesson. The activity demonstrated that considerable thought and effort went into the lesson. 
	Same as "Hot, hot, hot!" but was missing one component 
	Same as "Hot, hot, hot!" but was missing two components 
	Same as "Hot, hot, hot!" but was missing three or more components. More thought, inquiry and effort was needed! 
	  

	Lesson Plan

(25 points) 
	Provided a typed explanation of your topic using the lesson plan format. Lesson plan had 5 questions and answers, goals, objectives, procedure and activity fully completed and organized 
	Same as "Hot, hot, hot!" but was missing one component 
	Same as "Hot, hot, hot!" but was missing two components 
	Same as "Hot, hot, hot!" but was missing three or more components. More thought, inquiry and effort was needed! 
	  

	Total 100 points 
	YOUR POINTS: 
	YOUR POINTS: 
	YOUR POINTS: 
	YOUR POINTS: 
	  


Visit www.mrpond.org for helpful hints and websites to help you with your project!

World Religions Research Worksheet
Use this worksheet to record the findings of your research.  Highlight your team’s religion from the list below:  
Judaism        Hinduism      Buddhism    Islam  Confucianism          Christianity      Jainism
Baha’I

Taoism        
Founder/Date founded

 

Location

 

Creation Myth / Narratives / Stories

 

Basic philosophy of the religion

Relationship with God (example: angry god? Many gods?)

 

Goal of Life

 

Sacred Texts

 

Rules for Moral Conduct (Give specific examples)

 

Religious Holidays

 

Rituals

 

Particular Dress / Clothing (past and present)

 

Hierarchy / Organization

What makes this religion unique?

What are some of the religion’s most important customs?

Where is this religion practiced today?

How has the religion changed over time?

Important terms to be explained:

What has been the long term impact of this religion?  What are some of the major contributions of the religion?

How might you present this information to your class?

List the five sources you used for this lesson?

1.

2.

3.

4.

5. 

Lesson Plan Format

Fill in the following:
Team members:

Grade taught:

Subject:

Objective (what is the overall purpose of your lesson?):

Goals (what you want students to understand when your lesson is over):

Five Questions to Consider (questions you want to raise or answer about your religion):

Possible Answers:

Materials needed for the lesson:

Procedure (the order for how you will teach your lesson):

Activity (explanation of your activity):

